
  MEDINA SPINNING & WEAVING GUILD 	 JANUARY  2017   

 PAGE 1

THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT
Happy New Year!
A big “thank you” goes out to all the volunteers at our 

December Make and Take. There are now some lovely, new, 
handmade ornaments hanging on our trees!

And in the holiday spirit, did you make any fiber resolutions for 
this year? I did, even though I don’t usually, because I always break 
them. I made three this year. Fiber resolution 1: use up, sell, or gift 
much of  my stockpile of  hand spun yarn. (I thought about resolving 
to use up the stockpile before buying any more fiber.... but knew I’d 
never keep that one!) Fiber resolution 2: weave more. (Which will 
help me with resolution 1). Resolution 3: process at least two of  the 
fleeces I’ve accumulated.

We’ve got some fun things coming up in early 2018. First, here’s 
our traditional Roc Day gathering. I love that event. It’s such a 
luxury to spend a whole day socializing with fiber friends, working 
on projects, and exchanging gifts. And get in your entry for the 
Workshop Scholarship Drawing to a board member. Two $50 
scholarships will be awarded on Roc Day for a Great Lakes Fiber 
Festival class.

Then, our January’s Guild Meeting is Movie Night. Come watch 
a fiber related “movie” while munching on gourmet popcorn. 
Mariah will be sharing her scholarship presentation with us that 
evening as well.

We also have our regularly scheduled monthly afternoon and 
evening “get togethers” at the Richfield Senior Center and Library, 
respectively.

Our February Meeting will include mentoring night. Our 
accomplished members are happy to help others improve. So come 
join us to polish some of  your spinning, weaving, and knitting 
techniques.

All these fiber gatherings will help get us through the long winter 
months. I hope you can attend lots of  them!

-- Karen Babb

The
 Wooly Pages

Guild Calendar

Afternoon Spinning
January 5th 11:45 pm
Richfield Senior Center

Roc Day
January 6th 10 am - 3 pm

Guild Meeting
January 16th 
Movie Night

Newsletter Deadline
January 21st  

Evening Spinning 
January 25th 5:30 pm 
Richfield Library

Guild Meeting
February 20th 
Mentoring Night

Nuno Felting Workshop
March 10th

See flyer in newsletter

Spring Retreat
April 28th

Furnace Run Metro Park

 Monthly Meetings
Are held on the third Tuesday of 
the month, September thru May. 

Social time begins at 7:00 PM
Business meeting at 7:30 PM
Medina Presbyterian Church,

5020 Burgundy Bay Blvd. 
(off Route 18)
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ROC DAY
Roc Day is our annual gathering the first 

Saturday the New Year. This year that will be 
January 6th from 10am - 3pm at the Presbyterian 
Church.

Besides your spinning or project to work on 
remember to bring a dish to share and an 
exchange gift labeled "weaver," "spinner," 
"knitter," “dyer, ” or "anyone" as appropriate. 
Plus, bring any of  your leftover fiber to be added 
to our stash for carding Kitchen Sink yarn. Also, 
donations to the church food bank are always 
appreciated. Please help feed those in need by 
bringing a non-perishable donation.

There will be a drawing for two $50 
scholarships to workshops at Great Lakes Fiber 
Show. But you need to get your name in for the 
drawing. Workshops are; Brioche Knitting, 
Krokbragd Band, Shibori Dyeing, Long Draw 
Spinning, Rabbit Care, Needle Felting, Color to 
Dye For, Rug Hooking, Warping with Ease, 
Tunisian Crochet, Spinning Luxury, Variegated 
Yarns on Your Rigid Heddle Loom. You will have 
to be enrolled in a workshop, to receive the award. 
Send your name to a board member.

GREAT LAKES FIBER SHOW 
VOLUNTEERS 
I still need six people to work the workshop 

welcome tables, two people per shift. Saturday 
and Sunday, starting at 8:00 a. m. Saturday 
afternoon 12:00. Shifts are about an hour long. 
Duties are to check in workshop participants and 
direct them to classrooms. Once the classes start 
you are free to enjoy the Festival.

- Nancy Page

LIBRARY
The Library will be open at Roc Day. As 

always let me know if  there are books or videos 
you would like to see added to the Library.

- Nancy Page

SPINNING IN RICHFIELD
Upcoming Thursday evening spinning dates at 

the Richfield Library are:
Jan 25 5:30 pm
Feb 22 5:30 pm
First Friday spinning continues at 11:45 at the 

Richfield Senior Center.

APRIL ELECTIONS
This year there will be elections for President 

and Secretary. These are two year terms. The By 
Laws available on our website have the general 
responsibilities. Currently the board generally 
meets for about an hour on the Thursday before 
the guild’s monthly meeting. Beyond the meetings 
there is occasional communication among the 
board on finalizing plans. 

The president’s responsibility includes 
overseeing meetings and providing guidance to 
the other board members. This primarily involves 
staying in touch with plans being made and being 
available for advice. The major requirement is the 
president must have previously been on the guild’s 
board.

The Secretary's main function is to document 
the discussions held and reports presented at our 
monthly Board meetings. The skills you will need 
as Secretary include: accurate note-taking, basic 
document formatting, email proficiency, and 
prompt distribution.

FIBER POLICE - TRAFFIC PATROL

A local female was recently cited for a moving traffic 

violation. She was driving down the highway, knitting 

as she drove. Our patrolman began pursuit, pulled 

up next to her car, rolled down his window and 

yelled, "Pull over!" The driver replied, “No! It's a 

scarf! ” and continued to drive.

—Officer Constant Lee Nitton
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ROCKIN' ON ROCK DAY
Since spinners seem to like to get together and 

party, it's probably a good thing they have a day 
set aside for themselves. Rock Day, also known as 
Saint Distaff's Day, is generally celebrated on 
Twelfth Night, or January 6, as the end of  the 
Christmas season. In medieval times, this was 
always an occasion for merriment celebrated into 
the twentieth century in remote areas of  the 
Appalachian Mountains as Old Christmas). For 
spinners and women in particular, this was the 
night before resuming the regular chores of  
everyday life, including the ever-present spinning. 
Some calendars list Saint Distaff's day as January 
7, the day work resumes.

All medieval guilds and many professions had 
a patron saint to watch over them. For instance, 
Saint Blaise, the Bishop of  Sebastea who lived in 
the fourth century, is the patron saint of  wool 
combers, because he was tortured with iron combs 
(and later beheaded). For wool combers who want 
to get together, Saint Blaise's day is February 3. 
There has never been a real Saint Distaff, 
however; this patroness of  spinners was probably 
created as a joke during medieval times

The background for Rock Day is a little 
firmer, but there are actually two different 
meanings which lead to the "rock" part of  the day. 
The first comes from the archaic word for distaff, 
rok or rokken. Many Northern European 
languages share this variation: the Dutch word for 
distaff  is rok; Norwegian, rokk; Icelandic, rokkur. 
Even Adam Smith that early economist, 
commented in 1776, "The exchange of  the rock 

and spindle for the spinning-wheel was the first 
capital improvement." The word extended to 
rocking, meaning a meeting or get-together of  
young women.

From Scotland comes a second meaning that 
may make more sense to spindle spinners familiar 
with the small stone whorls on early spindles. 
"Because of  the use of  stone whorls, spindles were 
frequently called 'rocks', and fireside gatherings 
where the women gossiped and re-told local folk 
stories as they spun were called rockings’."

In rural England, women were expected to 
return to their work on January 7, while male 
laborers continued their holiday until Plough 
Monday, the first Monday after Twelfth Night, so 
they might have nearly a week longer of  idle time. 
"A woman's work is never done . . . "

by Deborah Pulliam
From Spin-Off  Winter 1997

 HALCYON YARN
We joined the Guild Rewards Program at 

Halcyon Yarns. That means the Guild will receive 
back a bit of  the money you spend. I was very 
pleased with what they had to offer in equipment 
and roving.

WOOLERY
Support the Guild by shopping at the 

Woolery via the link on our web site or 
www.woolery.com/Store/pc/home.asp?idaffiliate=27

They will donate up to 5% of  the guild’s 
members total purchases to our guild.

http://www.woolery.com/Store/pc/home.asp?idaffiliate=27
http://www.woolery.com/Store/pc/home.asp?idaffiliate=27
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Fiber Events Calendar

WILD & WOOLY FIBER ARTS FESTIVAL
February 10,  11-4, Cuyahoga Fair Grounds, Berea, 
OH

Join us for shopping, socializing and stitching. 
River Colors Studio, Icemelon’s Stash, Chasing 
Acorns, Long Tails Knits, Whistler’s Glen 
Alpacas, Esmeralda Designs and more will be on 
site for shopping. 

Email sma@clevelandmetroparks.com or call 
216-206-1000.

MARKET DAY & FIBER FAIR
March 24, 9am to 4pm, Bowling Green, OH

Black Swamp Spinners Guild cordially invite 
you and your fiber friends to join us at our annual 
Market Day. We will be showcasing the finest fiber 
vendors the Great Lakes States have to offer! 

Admission: $1 Location: Junior Fair Building, 
Wood County Fair Grounds, Bowling Green, 
Ohio 

www.blackswampspinnersguild.org 

DOUBLEWEAVE WORKSHOP
April 13-15, FAVA, Oberlin, OH

Learn to easily weave two layers of  cloth on a 
4-shaft loom in a variety of  techniques: tube, side 
opening, center opening, double wide, pocket, 
stuffed or not and more. Weave a 9” wide sampler 
and then a wall hanging for your shuttles and 
other small weaving equipment in a weekend. 
This workshop is designed to help adv. beginner 
and intermediate weavers learn how a simple 
threading and tie-up makes weaving double weave 
a dream. And FAVA will be available during the 
following week for open studio hours.

Instructors Betsy Bruce and Mary Carmosino. 
Friday 6:00-9:00pm, Saturday 9:00a-5:00pm, 
Sunday 9:00-3:00pm. $150/$165 for non-FAVA 
members, plus $40 materials fee

More info favaweaving@gmail.com. 
fava.jumbula.com/

2018WinterClassesandWorkshops/
FAVADoubleweaveWorkshopandOpenStudio

MARYLAND SHEEP & WOOL FESTIVAL 
Bus Trip, May 4-5, leaving from Fairview Park, OH

Overnight bus trip to the Maryland Sheep & 
Wool Festival. $225 includes bus and shared 
double hotel room. Meals and festival admission 
not included. You must be registered by April 1st. 

Contact Stacy Allen at 216-206-1000 or 
sma@clevelandmetroparks.com 

CONVERGENCE
July 6-12, 2018, Reno, Nevada

The national conference put on by the 
Handweavers Guild of  America. A large range of  
seminars and workshops on weaving, spinning and 
related crafts. Multiple exhibitions and other 
activities. Schedule has been posted and 
registration is open. Reserve the dates and keep 
checking back for details. Medina S&W Guild is a 
member of  HGA 

www.weavespindye.org/convergence-2018

FOR SALE:  
45” Harrisville Design 4H 6T Loom. Includes: 

HD Warping Board, Spool Rack, Tension Device, 
2 Boat Shuttles, Bobbin Winder and Bobbins. 
$1400.00 Contact Annette Murphy 440.387.6922 
aspallonemurphy@gmail.com
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Medina Spinning & Weaving Guild Presents:
Nuno Felting Workshop

Carol Thombs, Instructor

�
Nuno Felting:  A fabric felting technique that bonds fibers onto a fabric such as 

silk gauze or silk chiffon, creating a light weight felt scarf.

In this workshop you will use basic needle felting techniques to apply hand-dyed 
wool and silk onto silk gauze make a beautiful scarf. 

When: March 10, 2018
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Where: Richfield United Church of Christ, 
4340 W. Streetsboro Rd. Richfield, OH 44286

Number of Participant: 12 Maximum
Registration Fee: $30.00 Medina Guild Member

                           $55.00 non-Member
Materials Fee: $20.00 payable to Instructor

Lunch: Brown Bag

Participants will need to bring: 2 small dish tubs-sized to hold wet scarf, 
2 old towels, Apron,Plastic bag to take home scarf

Open to other Guilds January 15, 2018
Registration Deadline is: February 15, 2018

Send Registration Fee to: 
Claire Bourguet, 3615 Oak Road, Stow, Ohio 44224 


