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It is time to finish up those summer projects as the September 
Show ’n Tell will be soon upon us. 

Two special events coming up are a field trip to see the Silk Road 
exhibit and a Spinning Wheel Play Day giving you a chance to work 
with other wheels and fibers. 

During our thirtieth anniversary celebration Gerrie and Michele 
spoke of  the desires of  the founders of  our guild to have the 
opportunity to connect with other spinners and weavers to learn 
from each other. This guild has a wealth of  knowledge spread 
among each of  our members. Both the experienced who has learn 
through trial and error over the years and the beginner who is 
discovering new skills knows something that can be shared. Sharing 
or teaching is also a way to learn as it makes the teacher to think and 
clarify what they know so it can be passed on.

As learning is a core of  principle of  our guild I encourage each 
of  you to think about what you would share with another member. 
We are working on creating more opportunities for member to 
member sharing in addition to our continuing workshops and 
programs.

The board is looking for suggestions of  causes to support with 
this year’s raffle. Please contact a board member if  you have any 
ideas or questions. 

- Stephen

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
On Page 2 is the Membership Renewal form. Please review your 

information in the past directory and if  changes need to be made 
please mark the checkbox on the form. Deadline to be included in 
the directory is the September Meeting.

The
 Wooly Pages

Guild Calendar

Afternoon Spinning
September 5th 1 pm
Cornerstone Yarns

The Silk Road Trip
September 10th

Museum of Natural History

Guild Meeting
September 16th  
Show ‘n Tell

Newsletter Deadline
September 21st

Evening Spinning
September 25th 5:30 pm
Richfield Library

Silk Experience with
!  Robin Russo
October 4th & 5th 

Guild Meeting
October 21st 

Spinning Wheel Play Day
November 1st 

 Monthly Meetings
Are held on the third Tuesday of 
the month, September thru May. 

Social time begins at 7:00 PM
Business meeting at 7:30 PM
Medina Presbyterian Church,

5020 Burgundy Bay Blvd. 
(off Route 18)
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MEDINA SPINNING & WEAVING GUILD MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2014/2015 
	 Dues are $20.00 per individual or $25.00 per household.  !

Please confirm your contact information in the past directory 
 and check the box if  anything needs to be changed.

!
NAME________________________________________________________________________________ !
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________ !
CITY_______________________________________________STATE__________ZIP________________ !
TEL____________________________________ !
EMAIL________________________________________________________________________________ !
CHECK#__________________________________________$___________________________________ !

Make all checks payable to Medina Spinning and Weaving Guild and mail to: 
Ellen Moore 
275 Winkler Dr 
Rittman OH 44270

THE SILK ROAD FIELD TRIP
A few of  us are planning a loosely organized 

field trip to the Silk Road Exhibit at the Cleveland 
Natural History Museum. Parking is cheaper at 
The Cleveland Museum of  Art. Meet in the 
Atrium between 11:30 and 12:00, have lunch. 
When we feel that everyone that is coming is there 
we can walk over to the Natural History Museum, 
I was thinking about 1:00. The exhibit takes about 
1 to 1-1/2 hour. After you are welcome to 
continue to explore the museum or go back to the 
Art Museum, where there is a wonderful exhibit 
on some textiles and drawing by Albert Durr from 
the 1500’s This is a great chance to explore the 
history of  silk before our Silk Workshop with 
Robin Russo. Members from other guilds are 
more then welcome to join us. Other then the 
parking fee the Museum fee is $12, if  you are 
willing to admit that you are over 65 it is $10. 
Hope to see you!. For further details and to sign 
up email or call me nancy2page@gmail.com or 
216-820-1517.

-- Nancy Page

SPINNING WHEEL PLAY DAY
This event is a chance to try out different 

spinning wheels. Bring you wheel and the fiber 
you like to spin on it. We will spend time spinning 
on each others wheels and talking about the 
different wheels. You can also bring fibers you 
would like to try on another wheel, especially if  
you are looking for another wheel. November 1, 
10 AM to 2 PM at Medina Presbyterian Church. 
Please bring a can of  food for the church's food 
pantry as they are not charging for the use of  their 
space. Pre-Registration helpful. Jean Ohlenbusch, 
kali@nls.net or 216-798-3026

REFRESHMENTS 
We all enjoy the treats brought to each 

meeting. For September could those with last 
names A-D please bring something to share. Help 
in setting up and cleaning is appreciated. Please 
see Hollie and Shirley. 

mailto:nancy2page@gmail.com
mailto:nancy2page@gmail.com
mailto:kali@nls.net
mailto:kali@nls.net


  MEDINA SPINNING & WEAVING GUILD 	 SEPTEMBER 2014   

 PAGE 3

SILK EXPERIENCE WITH ROBIN RUSSO
The silk workshop is two days, Saturday, Oc-

tober 4th and Sunday, October 5th from 10 AM 
to 5 PM.

Day One: Spinning and learning about silk in the 
many forms in which it is available to the handspinner.

Not only will participants experience spinning 
silk in various forms, they will also understand 
how this marvelous fiber is produced and how to 
choose among the forms of  silk fiber available to 
the hand spinner.  By the end of  the first day, you 
will understand silk from the egg to the final 
product.  Robin will cover everything about silk 
from raising silkworms to spinning every form of  
silk available to the hand-spinner.  The class in-
volves a little science, geography, history and lots 
of  spinning.  Students will examine silk fabrics, 
threads and fibers with magnification devices; reel 
cocoons, stretch cocoons over frames (hankies); 
and blend silk with other fibers to create luxurious 
yarns.

Day Two: Making Silk Paper
Silk paper, also called silk fusion or silk felt, has 

been a very popular technique for some years and 
the final products have been used in many differ-
ent ways. It reminds me of  nuno felting and like 
felting, the end product is beautiful in itself  or it 
can become a canvas for color, stitch or shaped 
exploration.  Robin’s silk paper class teaches how 
to make the paper and allows participants to ex-
plore this technique in their own way.  It can be 
messy and has an odor, so we are in a facility 
where we can open windows and in a room that 
can get wet.  Participants can be very creative in 
this class with the use of  color and surface 
embellishment.  It should provide ideas and tech-
niques for unique holiday gifts.

See flyer later in newsletter
-- Jean Ohlenbusch

THE SILK ROAD
Fibers and fabrics have tied the world together 

and impacted our history for millennium. On our 
September 10 field trip to the Natural History 
Museum, guild members will have a chance to 
experience an incredible example of  this!

Imagine a world in which the latest ideas 
traveled not by wireless networks but by camel. 
Centuries ago, merchants, missionaries and other 
travelers made their way across Asia, along the 
enormous trade network all started by the market 
for silk: the Silk Road.

Over rugged mountains and forbidding 
deserts, camel caravans loaded with precious 
cargo made possible the exchange of  valuable 
goods, ideas and innovations. Named for the 
fabric that enticed traders from all over the world, 
the Silk Road spanned the far reaches of  China to 
the center of  the Islamic world from A.D. 600 to 
1200.

On our field trip, we'll take a journey across 
Asia and discover the spectacular sights, sounds 
and stories of  the greatest trade route of  ancient 
times. The exhibit will let us emboss a passport 
with iconic symbols as we travel through four 
representative cities. We'll experience a full-scale 
re-creation of  a night market, complete with 
spices, luxury goods and precious raw materials. 
We'll walk through a 41-foot-long replica of  the 
prow of  an Arabian sailing ship, with a cutaway 
view of  its cargo below deck. Along the journey, 
we'll discover ancient technologies, learn how silk 
was made and uncover amazing stories. Traveling 
the Silk Road, we'll be immersed in re-creations of 
ancient settings, life-size models, engaging videos 
and hands-on activities.

Wow! Are you coming with us?
See details on page 2

- Karen Babb
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Fiber Events Calendar

YARN DISCOVERY TOUR
September 5th through September 20th 

The annual chance to explore our area’s yarn 
shops and win prizes.

www.yarndiscoverytour.com

A WOOL GATHERING
September 20 & 21, Yellow Springs, Ohio

Demonstrations and Vendors, Held at Young's 
Jersey Dairy. Same weekend at the Springfield 
Antique Show Extravaganza. 

www.awoolgathering.com

AUTUMN FIBER FESTIVAL
October 18th, Ashland, Ohio

Local fiber producers, craftsmen and artists 
will be brought together to display and sell their 
wares, demonstrate their skills and educate 
the visiting public about natural fibers and their 
importance to our community and culture. Held 
at the Ashland County Fairgrounds.

autumnfiberfestival.com

“ENTANGLED” FELTING EXHIBIT
Thru February 16th, 2015, Kent, Ohio

 “Entangled: Fiber to Felt to Fashion, ” an in-
vitational exhibit highlighting felted materials is at 
the Kent State University Museum's Higbee Gal-
lery. The show features over two dozen felted and 
nuno felted pieces by 14 artists from across the U. 
S. and Canada. Nuno felting differs from tradi-
tional felting in that the wool (or other fiber) is 
felted onto a substrate of  different material, such 
as silk or nylon, resulting in lighter, more fluid tex-
ture.  Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, 
and free on Sunday. Parking is free. For more in-
formation, call 330-672-3450 or visit 
www.kent.edu/museum.

WOOLERY
Support the Guild by shopping at the Woolery 

in Kentucky via the link on our web site or 
www.woolery.com/Store/pc/home.asp?idaffili

ate=27
They will donate up to 5% of  the guild’s 

members total purchases to our guild.

LIBRARY NEWS
Magazines have been renewed for the next few 

years.  Please stop by the table and see what 
arrived over the summer.  I hope to have some 
new books and tapes available for check out at the 
meeting.

-- Nancy Page

DEMONSTRATIONS
I had a great time spinning with the LOCO 

Guild at both the Medina and Cuyahoga County 
Fairs. I am sure they had a great time at the 
Lorain County Fair, I was unable to join them.

Vicky Bryg and I filled in for Ellen Moore, 
who was using our scholarship award to take a 
class at the John C. Campbell Folk School, who 
normally demos at the Marshalville Historical 
Days. Vicky Bryg and I had a lovely day, listening 
to oldies from the 50’s & 60’s (great car show) 
wonderful parade, tractor pull, food that smelled 
great. Maybe more of  us can join Ellen next year.

The next Demonstration I would like to invite 
anyone to come participate in is the Fall Foliage 
Tour on October 11 & 12 at the Buckeye Woods 
in Medina. I will have a booth beside the demo 
tent. Yes you have to be in costume, (i.e. long skirt, 
blouse, apron, shawl, wheel, loom, or project. and 
a chair) You are free to walk around and shop, 
come and go as you like.

I will have a booth at The Brunswick Farmers 
Market every Sunday to October 5, please call or 
email me if  you are planning on coming just in 
case my plans change times are 11 to 3.

-- Nancy Page

http://www.yarndiscoverytour.com
http://www.yarndiscoverytour.com
http://www.awoolgathering.com
http://www.awoolgathering.com
http://autumnfiberfestival.com
http://autumnfiberfestival.com
http://www.kent.edu/museum
http://www.kent.edu/museum
http://www.woolery.com/Store/pc/home.asp?idaffiliate=
http://www.woolery.com/Store/pc/home.asp?idaffiliate=
http://www.woolery.com/Store/pc/home.asp?idaffiliate=
http://www.woolery.com/Store/pc/home.asp?idaffiliate=


THE SILK EXPERIENCE WITH ROBIN RUSSO 

OCTOBER 4TH AND 5TH 2014 
 

Saturday --The Silk Experience -- Understanding silk from the egg to 
the final product.    
We will cover everything about silk from raising silkworms to spinning every form of silk available to the hand-spinner.  This 
class involves a little science, geography, history and lots of spinning.   We examine silk fabrics, threads and fibers with 
magnification devices; reel cocoons; stretch cocoons over frames (hankies); and blend silk with other fibers to create luxurious 
yarns.  This is a very popular class that Robin has been teaching since 1989 when she first began raising silkworms.   

Sunday --Silk Paper 
Also called silk fusion or silk felt, it has been a very popular technique for some years and the final products have been used in 
many different ways.  Robin’s silk paper class teaches how to make the paper and allows participants to explore this technique 
in their own way.  It can be messy and has an odor, so it is best done in good weather with windows open and in a room that 
can get wet.  Participants can be very creative in this class with the use of color and surface embellishment.   

ROBIN RUSSO 
Robin Russo lives in Bradford, Vermont where she teaches spinning, dyeing, felting and working with exotic fibers.  Since the 
1980s, she has taught at numerous gatherings of spinners, weavers, felters, knitters and historical societies. She has also been 
writing for Interweave Press for 10 years and has had articles published in Interweave Knits, Spin Off, and Interweave Felt.  A 
fiber enthusiast for more than 40 years, she takes every opportunity to explore its potential.  

 
Details:  

• Oct. 4 & 5, 2014 – 10 AM – 5 PM Note time change  
• Cost $135 for members, $155 for non members ($20 includes Guild Membership) 
• Materials Fee: $38 
• Registration: Guild Members- March & April 2014; Non-members and Guild  

Members- May – Sept., 2014 
• Class size is limited to 20. 
• Location:  Campbell Lodge, 3300 Darrow Road, Adell Durbin Park, Stow, OH 

 
***Make checks payable to Medina Spinning and Weaving Guild. Include your name, address, 
email and phone number with the check and mail both to: 

Gail Dixon 
20377 Village Green Dr. 
Strongsville OH 44149 

 
 

For additional information contact Jean Ohlenbusch, kali@nls.net or 216.798.3026. 

Ellen Moore
275 Winkler Dr
Rittman OH 44270


