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GREETINGS!
The weather sure has been challenging this winter. With subzero 

wind chills and lots of  snow, I sure am glad I have some handspun 
and knitted scarves to wrap around my neck during my daily walk. I 
am always grateful for the animal fibers that keep us warm during 
this season.

Roc Day was a wonderful success this year.  It was relaxing to 
spin, visit, eat and relax with fellow guild members.  Thanks to 
committee members: Dianna Phillips, Vicky Bryg, Carol Thombs 
and Judy Moran for putting on a great event.

I hope you'll join us for an interesting program this month at our 
meeting. Art Quilt maker Connie Bloom will join us for a talk about 
her work, creativity process and color. It's just what we need during 
these gray days.

I also encourage you to participate in the Olympic Challenge. As 
we approach the games in Sochi, Russia remember to bring out your 
spindles and wheels to spin as much as you can from the opening to 
the closing ceremonies. Prizes will be awarded.

Looking forward to seeing you at the February meeting!
- Nancy

“Creative clutter is better than idle neatness.”  --anonymous 

The
 Wooly Pages

Guild Calendar

Afternoon Spinning
February 7th 1 pm
Cornerstone Yarns

Guild Meeting
February 18th  
Connie Bloom on Color Theory

Evening Spinning
February 27th 5:30 pm
Richfield Library

Newsletter Deadline
February 23rd  

Beginning Tapestry 
Workshop

March 8th & 9th 
Registration in Newsletter

Guild Meeting
March 18th 
Fiber Relocation

Retreat
April 19th 10 am - 4 pm
Registration in Newsletter

 Monthly Meetings
Are held on the third Tuesday of 
the month, September thru May. 

Social time begins at 7:00 PM
Business meeting at 7:30 PM
Medina Presbyterian Church,

5020 Burgundy Bay Blvd. 
(off Route 18)
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CONNIE BLOOM 
After 30 years as a newspaper journalist, 

Connie Bloom has turned her prose to visual 
poetry—art quilts. She hand dyes, hand paints 
and hand prints much of  her work. Her quilts 
demonstrate a strong sense of  colors and their 
interplay, with results that delight the eye. 

Connie will be joining us at our February 
meeting as our guest speaker on the sensitive use 
of  color. This will focus on how to make eye-
popping work with bold colors as well as the more 
sensitive use of  natural or muted colors for a 
sophisticated look. There will be lots of  eye candy, 
too! Connie will bring her own felted works and 
art quilts as well as other objects to help us 
develop an eye for colors. This promises to be an 
entertaining and informative evening.

BEGINNING TAPESTRY WEAVING
Peggy Strang will be workshop leader for the 

Guild’s Spring Workshop on Tapestry Weaving 
Saturday, March 8th and Sunday, March 9th. The 
class is designed for beginning tapestry weavers, 
but being a weaver is not a prerequisite because 
tapestry techniques have a number of  interesting 
applications.

Registration information is later in the news-
letter.

The plans for the tapestry loom will be avail-
able on our website.

-- Jean Ohlenbusch

GUILD CHALLENGE PROJECT
This year’s challenge is to make an item for 

the Home. Beyond that it is your choice. Weave, 
Knit, Felt a towel, curtain, pillow, blanket or 
whatever tickles your fancy. Be ready to show off  
your work at April’s meeting. We will accept items 
for our annual raffle from these projects so make 
an extra if  you like.

OLYMPIC SPINNING CHALLENGE
It’s that time again. Beginning with the 

Opening Ceremony on Friday, February 7th begin 
spinning and conclude at the end of  the Closing 
Ceremony on Sunday, February 23rd. The winner 
will be chosen on the longest skein based on the 
singles length. 

SPINNING IN RICHFIELD
There are two opportunities to do some Spin-

ning in Richfield. The first Friday of  each month, 
we meet at Cornerstone Yarns, 4174 Wheatley 
Road, Richfield, at the intersection of  Wheatley/
Broadview Road and Brecksville Road. We begin 
at 1:00 pm and carry-on as long as our schedule 
permits.

We also meet at the Richfield Library, 3761 
Grant Street, Richfield, from 5:30 pm(ish) until 
8:15 pm. on the fourth Thursday of  each month. 
We spin in the large meeting room to the right 
before the desk.

If  you wish, you can be added to the reminder 
email list. Email Jan Pesek msbeeszy@gmail.com 
to be added.

- Jan Pesek

mailto:msbeeszy@gmail.com
mailto:msbeeszy@gmail.com
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THE VERY FIBER OF OUR LANGUAGE
We all have heard phrases like "the fabric of 

our lives," but have you ever noticed just how 
prevalent fiber terms are in our daily vocabulary? 
They are everywhere!

Every tight knit community has it's own 
language, but fiber terms seem to be universal. 
They are woven into both our work and home 
vocabularies.

At work, sometimes our nerves get frayed 
and we have no inkling as to what to do next. 
Yet we still manage to ply our trade, even when 
our plans unravel or our latest team project 
comes apart at the seams.

At home, we relax with friends, often 
spinning a yarn about our latest exploits, and 
most people manage to follow the thread of  
our stories. Even though some of  us are cut from 
a different cloth and others are dyed in the 
wool traditionalists, we all communicate pretty 
darn well by using the whole nine yards of  
fiber-related phrases.

And all these terms are used by people who 
DON'T spend every spare minute with some sort 
of  fiber in their hands.  

Terminology aside, fiber fanatics like me find 
ourselves at loose ends without a project (or five) 
in progress. We spin, weave, knit, etc. to avoid 
being too high strung. Personally, without 
multiple projects at hand, I start to feel a little 
wooly-headed, like I'm not too tightly 
wrapped; sort of  hemmed in by life's daily trials, 
and on the fringe of  loosing my sanity.

So here's to fiber! May it long be part of  our 
lives AND part of  our vocabulary.

-- Karen Babb

COMMUNITY LEGAL AID SERVICES 
SILENT AUCTION BASKET
Our March meeting will be the last chance to 

make a donation of  one of  your creations to our 
raffle basket for the Community Legal Aid silent 
auction. Thanks to our guild donors for the woven 
wool scarf, ice-dyed silk scarf, felted broach, woven 
mug mats and handmade note card. Still plenty of 
room in the basket for other donations.

-- Becky

DEMONSTRATIONS
Laura DeYoung of  The Spicy Lamb Farm 

would like to put together “Fiber Fun Days” on 
Saturdays this summer. If  you have ideas for a 
workshop you would like to lead and need a place 
to hold the class, contact her. The Farm has a 
great pavilion, with lots of  seating and outlets. 
Sorry no dyeing workshops. Laura can be reached 
through her website at www.thespicylamb.com or 
you can contact Nancy Page.

-- Nancy

http://www.thespicylamb.com
http://www.thespicylamb.com
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FOR SALE

Knitters!
Please note: Dianna Phillips has brought a 

huge collection of  knitting magazines and 
hundreds of  knitting patterns for you to claim. 
Whatever is left over at the end of  the night will 
be trashed. Since we have a speaker for this next 
Guild meeting, there will be less time available 
during the meeting to peruse this collection. 
Please come for the 7 pm - 7:30 social time to 
collect these goodies!

Guild Mugs and Shirts
I have 18 mugs for sale. The price is $12 paid-

able to the Medina Spinning & Weaving Guild. 
After the November meeting, you will need to 
contact me to get one.

Also from the last order I have a red polo size 
extra large for $25 and a blue t-shirt size large for 
$20. Payable to Nancy Page

Leclerc Loom
Leclerc Artisat 36" 4 harness loom along with 

a 12 dent reed, lease sticks and a warping board. 
Asking $500. Richard Cryder rlcryder@att.net

OLYMPIC SWEATERS AND ACCESSORIES
Here two links to articles about smaller yarn 

producers:
Stonehedge Fiber Mill of  Michagan 
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/in

dex.ssf/2013/11/michigan_fiber_mill_produces_
y.html

Kraemer Textile Yarns of  Nazareth, PA did 
some of  the yarns, too.

http://youtu.be/JD__Z4V_FTQ

HIGH-TECH SURGICAL IMPLANT IS 
HAND-WOVEN 
Researchers are testing protective patches 

woven on a hand loom. These are to help aid the 
healing process. A few of  us have the same type of 
loom. 

www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-25421657

Future spinner or weaver?

mailto:rlcryder@att.net
mailto:rlcryder@att.net
http://www.stonehedgefibermill.com/
http://www.stonehedgefibermill.com/
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2013/11/michigan_fiber_mill_produces_y.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2013/11/michigan_fiber_mill_produces_y.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2013/11/michigan_fiber_mill_produces_y.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2013/11/michigan_fiber_mill_produces_y.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2013/11/michigan_fiber_mill_produces_y.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2013/11/michigan_fiber_mill_produces_y.html
http://youtu.be/JD__Z4V_FTQ
http://youtu.be/JD__Z4V_FTQ
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-25421657
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-25421657
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Fiber Events Calendar

REP WEAVING WITH KELLY MARSHALL
Thurs/Fri, Feb 13-14 OR Sat/Sun, Feb 15-16

The Central Ohio Weavers Guild is hosting 
weaver Kelly Marshall of  Custom Woven 
Interiors, Minneapolis, MN, for a 2-day Rep 
weaving workshop in Columbus, OH. Kelly takes 
Swedish Rep weave technique and combines it 
with patterns inspired by Arts and Crafts style. In 
this workshop, Kelly will lead us in drafting and 
designing in Rep weave on our pre-warped 4 or 8 
harness looms.

cowg.org/weaving-workshops-with-kelly-
marshall/

Cost is maximum $150 for the two days. 
Instructions for warping are available now--
purchase of  recommended materials is on your 
own. If  you are interested, please contact Amy 
Swanson at programs@cowg.org

BSSG FIBER FAIR AND MARKET DAY
Saturday, March 29, 2014, Bowling Green, OH

Demonstrations, Sales, Door Prizes.
Come and join us for a fabulous show! We 

always have a great selection of  door prizes, 
demonstrations and the best vendors from Ohio, 
Michigan and Indiana!

Junior Fair Building at the Wood County 
Fairgrounds, Brim Rd. entrance 13800 W. Poe 
Road Bowling Green, Ohio 43402

SPINNING WITH AMY TYLER
April 26 & 27, 2014 9 am to 4 pm

Western Reserve Spinners and Weavers 
presents two one-day workshops with Amy Tyler 
at Lake Metroparks Farmpark

Saturday, April 26th --- Blending Colors at the 
Wheel

Sunday, April 27th --- Plying for Texture

Cost: 1 day: $85.00 WRSW members $100.00 
non-members-----Both days: $150 WRSW 
members $170 non-members

Registration flyer available at http://
wrspinweave.org/spinning-with-amy-tyler-
western-reserve-spinners-and-weavers

For information, call Jan at 440-255-0045 or 
email gibbyj@sbcglobal.net.

CONVERGENCE 2014
July 14-19, 2014, Providence, Rhode Island

The Handweavers Guild of  America biennial 
conference will be July 14-19, 2014 in Providence, 
Rhode Island.

Join thousands of  fiber enthusiasts and 
hundreds of  vendors from all over the world, 
exhibiting and sharing their knowledge. 
Convergence classes include novice to advanced 
instruction in a variety of  fiber techniques.

There are several exhibits to show your work 
at. Check the website under “Exhibits to Enter” 
for details and deadlines.

Check the website for more information as it is 
available. www.weavespindye.org

AUSTRALIAN CHALLENGE
At the November meeting I showed the hat 

and scarf  I received in the fiber exchange with the 
Australian Spinning and Weaving Guilds. I said 
that I would let you know about the next ex-
change. The 2014 exchange will be handled by 
the Gumeracha Handspinners and Weavers Guild 
in South Australia. The amount of  fiber is 150 
grams and the fee is $30.00 in Australian funds. 
There is an option for PayPal to make it easier to 
make an international payment. If  you wish to 
participate let me know and I will forward the in-
formation to you. 

--Nancy Page

http://cowg.org/weaving-workshops-with-kelly-marshall/
http://cowg.org/weaving-workshops-with-kelly-marshall/
http://cowg.org/weaving-workshops-with-kelly-marshall/
http://cowg.org/weaving-workshops-with-kelly-marshall/
mailto:programs@cowg.org
mailto:programs@cowg.org
http://wrspinweave.org/spinning-with-amy-tyler-western-reserve-spinners-and-weavers
http://wrspinweave.org/spinning-with-amy-tyler-western-reserve-spinners-and-weavers
http://wrspinweave.org/spinning-with-amy-tyler-western-reserve-spinners-and-weavers
http://wrspinweave.org/spinning-with-amy-tyler-western-reserve-spinners-and-weavers
http://wrspinweave.org/spinning-with-amy-tyler-western-reserve-spinners-and-weavers
http://wrspinweave.org/spinning-with-amy-tyler-western-reserve-spinners-and-weavers
mailto:gibbyj@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gibbyj@sbcglobal.net
http://www.weavespindye.org
http://www.weavespindye.org


Medina Spinning & Weaving Guild presents 
 

Tapestry Weaving Workshop  
With  Peggy Strang 

 
March 8-9, 2014  - 9 AM to 4 PM 

 
At Richfield Fellowship Hall 

3909 Broadview Rd, Richfield, OH 44286 
 

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:   The basic techniques of tapestry, including (but not limited to) calculating warp require-
ments and warping your loom, choosing an appropriate warp spacing for the size of your yarn, weaving edge-to-
edge (and how to keep your edges straight), weaving with multiple bobbins, various weaving techniques such as 
those for vertical lines, curves, shading using hatching and hatchure techniques, finishing techniques, and use of a 
cartoon.  Your product at the end of the workshop will be a sampler tapestry made using the various techniques 
taught. 
 
WHAT YOU WILL NEED:   A tapestry loom or frame.  If you own or can beg, or borrow a Mirrix loom, that would be 
great.  Otherwise, you can use a rigid heddle loom with a 10-dent heddle.  (If you don’t have a 10d, we can make an 
8d work.)  I have 5 copper frame looms  that are available to borrow for the workshop.  They are made from plans 
made available by Archie Brennan, however his terms of making the plans available specify that they cannot be sold.  
A copy of his plans are attached.  They are very simple to make using parts available at Lowes or Home Depot, a 
hack saw or inexpensive pipe cutter, power drill, a file, and a vice.  All warp and yarn will be provided. 

 
Cost: $100 for Members, $120 for non members (plus materials fee payable to Peggy Strang)  

 
Workshop Location:  Village of Richfield Fellowship Hall, 3909 Broadview Rd., Richfield, OH 44286 

Coffee, tea, water and snacks will be provided as well as soup for lunch. 
 
***Make checks payable to Medina Spinning and Weaving Guild.  Include your name, address, email 

and phone number with the check and mail both to: 
 
Gail Dixon 
20377 Village Green Dr. 
Strongsville OH 44149 

 
For additional information contact Jean Ohlenbusch, kali@nls.net or 216.798.3026.  You may also 

contact Peggy about looms and workshop content pegweaver@gmail.com 

Peggy Strang, owner of French Creek Fiber Arts in Avon for eleven years, is an accomplished weaver, spinner, and teacher.  She 
has woven tapestries for over ten years, and declares it one of her favorite forms of weaving.  Writing about tapestry, she says, “It 
is a slow, deliberate process, allowing for thought and contemplation that makes the weaving an exercise in self-knowledge.” 
As a former member of the American Tapestry Alliance, she had the opportunity to see many works created by the leaders in the 
art form in the US.  She has studied with Nancy Jackson, Kathe Todd-Hooker, Ruth Manning and Sarah Swett.   She has taught 
beginning tapestry workshops and individual students. 



The$3rd$Annual$Guild$Retreat
It’s time to mark your calendar! Our Retreat date is coming. Join your fellow Guild mem-
bers for a Saturday Retreat, 10 am to 3:30 pm on April 19 at the Brushwood 
Pavilion in Furnace Run Metro Park, 4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield. Brush-
wood Pavilion is a fully enclosed heated pavilion complete with a wood burning fireplace, 
a beautiful view of  the pond, attached bathrooms and a partial kitchen.

Spin, weave, knit and chat with fiber friends from the Guild. Gift certificates are drawn for 
participants. The lovely woodland trails await exploration, if  you like.

We will start the coffee or tea before you get there. Chairs and a few tables will be all set 
up for us.  You supply the dish to share for the potluck lunch and any cold beverages you 
might want. The Guild will supply all paper goods.

Directions: Take I-77 to Wheatley Rd, Rt.176/Richfield exit. Go west on Wheatley Rd. ½ mile to 
Brecksville Rd. Go north on Brecksville Rd. 2 ½ miles to Townsend Rd. Turn left on Townsend Rd. and 
travel 1 ½ miles to the park entrance on right. Ample free parking. The pavilion is at the far end of  the 
parking lot.

So grab your craft of  choice and let’s get together for a day of  R&R, gift certificate give-
aways, great shared food and lots of  chat! 

 Fee: $5.00 per person for Guild members only.

Please fill out the information below and turn in to or mail to

 Jan Pesek, 3685 Seven Oaks Trail, Richfield, OH 44286.

Name_______________________________________________

Email________________________________________________$

Phone_______________________________________________


