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GREETINGS!

I'm writing this message on a day that the wind chills are sub-
zero and some of  the schools in the area are closed. It's a 
reminder to you that on the day of  a guild meeting, if  the Medina 
schools are closed, the meeting is cancelled. On those occasions 
Stephen will send out an email blast, so check your inbox for 
messages.

Remember to clean out your fiber closets for this month's 
Fiber Relocation Sale. Many of  us have found fiber gems from 
someone else's fiber trash; this is a great way to de-stash.

Our guild has many activities as we look ahead- March is 
Cotton Spinning with Joan Ruane, April is our annual Fiber 
Retreat, and May is Tablet Weaving with Susan Langell. Check 
below for details.

I hope your wool sweaters and scarves keep you warm in these 
winter days ahead. Stay healthy too.

- Nancy

“Properly practiced, knitting soothes the troubled spirit, and it doesn't hurt the untroubled spirit either.” 
  ― Elizabeth Zimmermann

 

The
 Wooly Pages

Spinning in Richfield

In March the evening spinning 
on the third thursday will be 
moved to March 28th (the 
fourth Thursday) due to sched-
ule conflicts. February dates are 
not affected.

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/90577.Elizabeth_Zimmermann
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/90577.Elizabeth_Zimmermann
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
February:  The annual Fiber Relocation, this is  

the opportunity to pass on items you no longer 
need and take home new items for the stash.

March:  Joan Ruane will speak on cotton and 
its history in the United States. Also Cotton 
Challenge Projects Show ‘n Tell.

April:  Kente Cloth presentation with Toia 
Rivera of  Von Strohm Fiber Processing Mill.

May:  Annual Fiber Affair fashion show.

Jan

REFRESHMENTS
For February, members with last names 

starting with B thru G: Would you please bring 
the refreshments for this month. Thanks you. 

Vicky

WEAVING SOFTWARE STUDY GROUP
We have meet twice. Last meeting we were 

looking at drafting twills. For the next meeting we 
want to try working with multiple colors in either 
the warp or weft or both. If  you would like to join 
us we meet at 6:30 before the monthly meeting. 
Contact me with your questions 
spage@ix.netcom.com

-Stephen Page

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Correction Fae Evan’s phone number should 

be 330-416-3133

APRIL RETREAT
If  you attended our Guild Retreat last year, I 

know you will want to come again. If  you couldn’t 
make it last year, you will not want to miss out this 
year. Brushwood Pavilion is a fully enclosed heated 
pavilion complete with a wood burning fireplace, 
a beautiful view of  the pond, attached bathrooms 
and a partial kitchen. The lovely woodland trails 
await exploration, if  you like.

So join your fellow Guild members for a 
Saturday Retreat, 10 am to 4 pm on April 20 at 
the Brushwood Pavilion in Furnace Run Metro 
Park, 4955 Townsend Rd., Richfield, OH. Spin, 
weave, knit, walk the trails and chat with fiber 
friends from the Guild. Gift certificates are drawn 
for participants.

TABLET WEAVING WORKSHOP
Susan Langell. will offer a workshop on Tablet 

Weaving.  This is an opportunity to explore some 
of  the techniques using cards and simple equip-
ment.  Tablet weaving makes use of  cards with 
holes to control the shed and pattern while weav-
ing narrow items. Once the basics are mastered, a 
world of  possibility opens up for weaving numer-
ous interesting and useful bands of  your own de-
sign. May 4, 2013 10am - 3pm at the Medina 
Presbyterian Church. Cost $20.00 for members. 
See flyer later in newsletter.

Calendar

Afternoon Spinning
February 1st 1 pm
Cornerstone Yarns

Guild Meeting
February 19th 

Evening Spinning
February 21st 6 pm
Richfield Library

Newsletter Deadline
February 24th  

Spinning Cotton With Joan 
Ruane

March 16th-17th 

Guild Retreat
April 20th

Furnace Run Metro Park

Tablet Weaving
May 4th 

MAFA Conference
June 20th-23rd

Scranton, PA

Eastern Great Lakes Fiber 
Conference

October 11th-14th 
Chautauqua, NY

 Guild Meetings
 7:30 PM on the third Tuesday of the
 month, September thru May 

Medina Presbyterian Church
5020 Burgundy Bay Blvd. (off Route 18)

mailto:spage@ix.netcom.com
mailto:spage@ix.netcom.com
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SPINNING COTTON WITH JOAN RUANE
Joan will be offering a two-day cotton spinning 

workshop for the Medina Spinning and Weaving 
Guild March 16 and 17th. The focus of  the 
workshop is on using the spinning wheel to spin 
cotton. The first day will begin with an 
introduction to cotton and move to carding cotton 
and making punis, adjusting the wheel, spinning 
cotton in its various forms and for those 
interested, an introduction to spinning cotton with 
a takli. Day two will cover plying and finishing 
and then move on to colored cotton, spinning 
designer yarns, dyeing and painting cotton fiber, 
and using your spun cotton for projects. A flyer 
and registration form are included in this 
newsletter. The class cost is $125 for members plus 
a $12 materials fee payable directly to Joan.

- Jean Ohlenbusch, Workshop Coordinator

FROM YARN TO GARMENT
12th Annual Winter Term "From Yarn to 

Garment" group project at Oberlin College and 
FAVA (the Firelands Association for the Visual 
Arts). Betsy Bruce and twelvestudents are Artists 
in Residence at FAVA, Jan. 7th through 31st, 
1:00-5:00p. Visitors are most welcome and 
encouraged to investigate the students' projects-- 
designing a garment of  choice, preparing a loom, 
weaving the cloth, then cutting, sewing and 
construction of  said garment.

The Style Show is Sunday, Feb. 3rd at 1:00p 
(sharp) at FAVA (39 S. Main St., Oberlin) and 
garments will be exhibited that day through the 
following Sunday, Feb. 10th in FAVA's South 
Gallery. Exhibit hours are Tues. -Sat. 11am - 5pm 
and Sunday 1pm - 5pm.

- Betsy Bruce

SNOW DYEING
Nancy Page used snow dyeing for the scarves 

shown at January’s meeting. Here is the link to 
directions on how to do it at Dharma Trading’s 
website. http://goo.gl/4F5bo

DEMONSTRATIONS
There are three demonstration opportunities 

that I want to let you all know about, some will 
conflict with Guild activities.  

At this time, The Spicy Lamb has a several of  
dates that they would like demonstrators for 
mostly for March and April.  The address is 6560 
Akron Peninsula Road, Peninsula, OH 44264.

March 2 & 3 - 10 to 4 - Shearing Days
March 9 & 16 - 9 to 11 - Lambing Days
March 10 & 17 - 2 to 4 - Lambing Days
April 4 12:30 to 2:30 - Peninsula Garden Club
April 20 12 to 2 - The Blessing of  the Sheep
October 5 12 to 2 - The Blessing of  the 

Animals
They do have a large pavilion but no heat so 

dress warmly. They will provide fiber from their 
Dorsets, it will be clean and in either roving or 
hand carded. You may arrive 30-60 minutes 
before. Lunch will be provided on March 2 & 3 
and April 4. If  you wish to sell items the 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park will receive 10%.

Secondly, please keep in mind that we will 
want to have members to demonstrate at The 
Great Lakes Fiber Show in Wooster on May 25th 
and 26th. I will have sign up sheet at the meeting 
in February.  If  you would like to sign up before, 
please call or email Nancy Page.

Thirdly, Zion Lutheran Church is beginning 
planning for their 2013 Passion Walk and are 
looking for weavers and spinners to participate in 
the village again this year. This year it will be on 
Saturday, March 23, and Sunday, March 24 at 
Zion Church in Valley City, the Walk begins at 
6:30 and closes down at 8:30. As part of  the 
Passion Walk there is a Jerusalem village with 
various crafts people. There will be a potter, 
carpenter, basket weaver, spinner, weaver, and etc. 
If  interested please contact Mary Ann Dalgleish, 
330-725-5104 dalcroft@aol.com.

If  you are doing a demonstration and would 
like some Guild brochure please contact me.

- Nancy Page

http://goo.gl/4F5bo
http://goo.gl/4F5bo
mailto:dalcroft@aol.com
mailto:dalcroft@aol.com


  MEDINA SPINNING & WEAVING GUILD 	 FEBRUARY 2013   

 PAGE 4

2013 REGIONAL CONFERENCES
There are two great conferences this coming 

year. These are a great opportunity to learn more 
specialized skills and meet other fiber enthusists. 
Those who have attended in the past have enjoyed 
them immensely. In June will be the Mid-Atlantic 
Fiber Association (MAFA) in Scranton, PA. Then 
in October will be the Eastern Great Lakes Fiber 
Conference (EGLFC) in Chautauqua, NY.

MAFA is the larger conference with about 30 
workshops. This will be held at the University of  
Scranton, June 20th-23rd.  The $500 fee includes 
tuition for your workshop, room, and board. There 
may be material fees. Their brochure is available 
at mafafiber.org.

EGLFC is more intimate with six workshops. 
This is held at the Chautauqua Institute on 
Columbus Day Weekend, October 11th-14th. 
Registration includes 3 days of  classes (not 
including materials fees) and 8 meals for a total of  
$290 plus cost of  choice of  housing. Material Fees 
are additional. Details are at eglfc.org.

NORTH OF THE BORDER
The Ontario Handweavers And Spinners 

Conference 2013, is being held May 1-5, 2013  in 
Cornwall, ON (near Montreal). The Conference 
theme is Fibre Optics. There are about 30 
workshops and seminars, Fashion show, exhibits 
and speakers. Registration closes February 20, 
2013. Find registration information at 
www.ohs.on.ca. Questions: 
fibreoptics@ovwsg.com.

OTHER LOCAL WORKSHOPS
Organic Indigo Dye with Catherine Ellis 

hosted by the Canton Spinning & Weaving Guild, 
April 20-21, 2013. Email Kathy Fleeher 
kathyfleeher@gmail.com for details.

Kathie Roig is teaching her Warp-it! Paint-it! 
Weave-it! workshop for the Western Reserve 
Spinner and Weavers, May 3-5, 2013. Email Liz 
Mather ea_mather@yahoo.com for details.

LOOM FOR SALE
4 shaft, 4 treadle (direct tie up) loom. 40" wide 

36" deep, folding to 24" deep for storage. Max 30" 
weaving width. 12 dent reed and a shuttle. $250. 
440-659-9307

I Love This Guild

I've just recently learned to spin and 
joined the Guild last month. So far I've been 
to Make and Take Night, Roc Day, and 
Movie night and I must say... I LOVE this 
Guild! I learn from and an inspired by 
everyone there, the meetings are so 
enjoyable. Roc Day was so inspirational--my 
spinning was chunky and uneven but after 
getting to watch so many different people 
and their techniques, I came home from 
Roc Day and was spinning much thinner 
and more consistent. I enjoy being around 
such wonderful people, thank you all for 
sharing your wisdom. The projects in Show 
and Tell are amazing, makes me want to 
start weaving, dyeing, etc., but my husband 
implores me, "One project at a time, 
please!" I look forward to future meetings 
and being among such wonderful people.

Erin Willett, Smaht Fahm

http://mafafiber.org
http://mafafiber.org
http://eglfc.org
http://eglfc.org
http://www.ohs.on.ca
http://www.ohs.on.ca
mailto:fibreoptics@ovwsg.com
mailto:fibreoptics@ovwsg.com
mailto:kathyfleeher@gmail.com
mailto:kathyfleeher@gmail.com
mailto:ea_mather@yahoo.com
mailto:ea_mather@yahoo.com
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Don’t&Miss&Out!
If#you#a(ended#our#Guild#Retreat#last#year,#I#know#you#will#want#to#come#again.#If#you#

couldn’t#make#it#last#year,#you#will#not#want#to#miss#out#this#year.#Brushwood#Pavilion#is#

a#fully#enclosed#heated#pavilion#complete#with#a#wood#burning#fireplace,#a#beauBful#

view#of#the#pond,#a(ached#bathrooms#and#a#parBal#kitchen.#The#lovely#woodland#trails#

await#exploraBon,#if#you#like.#

So#join#your#fellow#Guild#members#for#a#Saturday(Retreat,(10(am(to(4#pm(on(April(20#at#
the#Brushwood(Pavilion(in(Furnace(Run(Metro#Park,(4955(Townsend(Rd.,(Richfield,(OH.#
Spin,#weave,#knit,#walk#the#trails#and#chat#with#fiber#friends#from#the#Guild.#GiG#cerBfiH

cates#are#drawn#for#parBcipants.

We#will#start#the#coffee#or#tea#before#you#get#there.#Chairs#and#a#few#tables#will#be#all#

set#up#for#us.##You#supply#the#dish#to#share#for#the#potluck#lunch#and#any#cold#beverages#

you#might#want.#The#Guild#will#supply#all#paper#goods.

DirecIons:!Take(IL77(to(Wheatley(Rd,(Rt.176/Richfield(exit.(Go!west(on(Wheatley(Rd.(½(
mile(to(Brecksville(Rd.(Go(north(on(Brecksville(Rd.(2(½(miles(to(Townsend(Rd.(Turn(leT(
on(Townsend(Rd.(and(travel(1(½(miles(to(the(park(entrance(on(right.(Ample(free(parkL
ing.(The(pavilion(is(at(the(far(end(of(the(parking(lot.

So#grab#your#craG#of#choice#and#let’s#get#together#for#a#day#of#R&R,#giG#cerBficate#giveH

aways,#great#shared#food#and#lots#of#chat!#

#Fee:#$5.00#per#person

Please#fill#out#the#informaBon#below#and#turn#in#or#mail#to##

Jan#Pesek,#3685#Seven#Oaks#Trail,#Richfield,#OH#44286.

Name_______________________________________________

Email________________________________________________#

Phone_______________________________________________



TABLET WEAVING 101—A ONE-DAY WORKSHOP 
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The cost is $20.  Also, please bring a non-perishable food item for the church’s food pantry. 
 
The class will be held at the Medina Presbyterian Church (our regular meeting location) from 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Use the registration form below to sign up for the class.  
 
If you have any questions, contact Jean Ohlenbusch at kali@nls.net or 216.798.3026. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
NAME___________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY_______________________________________STATE__________ZIP__________ 
 
TEL____________________________________ 
 
EMAIL__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Make all checks payable to Medina Spinning and Weaving Guild and give to Gail Dixon 
 

* Please indicate the name of the workshop on memo line of your check. 
 

DRAFT 



Medina Spinning & Weaving Guild

Cotton Spinning Workshop
March 16-17, 2013

Taught by Joan Ruane

Joan Ruane teaches cotton spinning all over the US.
At left, Joan is modeling the tunic she wove with her handspun cotton

This class is a basic introduction to cotton spinning and is de-
signed to give the spinner an understanding of cotton and how and 
why to adjust the wheel for this fine, short staple fiber. We will be 

plying our cotton singles and learning how to prepare the cotton yarn for use to knit, weave and other needle-
crafts. Natural & dyed colored cotton will be introduced including how to spin and blend these cottons to-
gether into unique and one of a kind yarns. Participants should have experience spinning.

Workshop Location: Village of Richfield Fellowship Hall, 3909 Broadview Rd, Richfield, OH 44286
Cost:  $125 for Members, $145 for non members (plus $12 materials fee payable to Joan Ruane). 
! ! 16 students maximum.

Saturday, March 16,  9 am– 4 pm
Introduction to cotton; kinds and properties.

✦ Carding cotton and making punis.
✦ Adjusting and understanding your wheel.
✦ Techniques of spinning cotton from a puni, off 

the seed, sliver and lint.
✦  Introduce the takli spindle to those who want to 

learn.

Sunday, March 17,  9 am—4 pm
Review carding and spinning cotton

✦ Basic plying techniques
✦ Finishing techniques
✦ Introduce colored cotton and spinning designer 

yarns
✦ How to dye/paint on cotton fiber (handouts to 

reinforce)
✦ Discuss designing cotton yarn for projects and 

how to use them.

NAME___________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________

CITY_______________________________________STATE__________ZIP__________

TEL____________________________________

EMAIL__________________________________________________________________

Make all checks payable to Medina Spinning and Weaving Guild and mail to:

Gail Dixon
20377 Village Green Dr.
Strongsville OH 44149

* Please indicate the name of the workshop on memo line of your check.


