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Summer Greetings!

I hope you are enjoying these sultry days of  summer as 
the light extends our time at the loom, the wheel or our 
needles. I particularly welcome a reprieve from scheduled 
meetings and events during this season so I can throw in a 
few fiber projects to complete before the fall.

August is a time to return to planning and dreaming 
about the future guild season. Many events are in the works 
including a weaving workshop, study group, and monthly 
programs such as a big Show -n- Tell this September. I also 
want to mention that the Medina Guild is one of  four Ohio 
guilds sponsoring and planning next year's Eastern Great 
Lakes Fiber Conference. Four of  our members are on the 
planning committee for the event at the Chautauqua 
Institution in 2013. We will bring you updates periodically about workshops and registration.

But I don't want summer to slip away without thanking Nancy Page and her team of  
volunteers for hosting another outstanding guild booth at the Great Lakes Fiber Festival in 
Wooster over Memorial Day Weekend. We had many visitors who enjoyed the demonstrations 
and wanted to know more about the Medina Guild.

Stay cool over the dog days of  August. I look forward to seeing all of  you soon.

Keep your hands in fiber!
-- Nancy

The
 Wooly Pages

Membership 
Renewal

The Renewal form for 
2012/2013 is on page 4. Send it 

in now to keep maintain your 
membership.
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SEPTEMBER MEETING
Our first meeting of  the (Our) year will be 

September 18th. This will feature the Big Show 
and Tell. Please bring the projects you have 
worked on over the summer. If  you spun for the 
Olympic challenge bring your skein for judging.

OLYMPIC CHALLENGE
Its that time again. Beginning with the 

Opening Ceremony begin spinning and conclude 
at the end of  the Closing Ceremony. The winner 
will be chosen on the longest skein based on 
singles.

MEDINA COUNTY FAIR
We will be holding our annual demo on 

Friday, August 3rd. Please contact Beth Hines 
440-458-4049 to sign up. This will allow you to 
get into the Fair for free. 

LACE KNITTING WORKSHOP
Join us Saturday, September 29, 2012 for a 

one-day seminar on “Lace Knitting.” Knit a lace 
sampler using several different lace patterns. Lead 
by Claire Bourguet. See details later in newsletter.

CRIMP & CREATE WORKSHOP
This is an on-loom workshop taking fiber in a 

new direction by creating “crimp cloth.” Using a 
variation of  woven shibori for both warp and weft,  
learn to create fabric with permanently crimped 
designs that hold their memory even when 
washed. Participants will draft, weave, and crimp 
their samples in class to discover the endless 
possibilities. Learn how the fabric can be used for 
entire garments as well as for permanent pleating 
to replace knitted ribbing for a sweater or to add a 
knit look to the collar area of  a jacket. Sewing tips 
for using this amazing cloth will be included. 

Calendar

Afternoon Spinning
August 3rd  1pm
Cornerstone Yarns

Medina County Fair Demo
Friday August 3rd

Evening Spinning
August 16th 6pm
Richfield Library

Newsletter Deadline
August 26th  

Guild Meeting
September 18th 

Knitting Lace Workshop
September 29th 
See registration at end of newsletter

Michigan Fiber Festival
August15th -19th  
Allegan MI 
www.michiganfiberfestival.info

Mid Ohio Fiber Fair
August 18th & 19th  
OSU Newark 
midohiofiberfair.com

A Wool Gathering
September 15th & 16th

Yellow Springs, OH
www.awoolgathering.com

StashBuster Swap Meet
October 20th 
Ashland, OH

SOAR-Spin-Off Autumn Retreat
October 21st - 27th 
Tahoe City, CA
www.interweavesoar.com

Fiber Expo
October 27th & 28th 
near Ann Arbor, MI
www.fiberexpo.com

Crimp & Create Workshop
November 10th-12th 
See Registration at end of newsletter

 Guild Meetings
 7:30 PM on the third Tuesday of the
 month, September thru May 

Medina Presbyterian Church
5020 Burgundy Bay Blvd. (off Route 18)

http://www.michiganfiberfestival.info
http://www.michiganfiberfestival.info
http://midohiofiberfair.com/
http://midohiofiberfair.com/
http://www.awoolgathering.com
http://www.awoolgathering.com
http://www.interweavesoar.com
http://www.interweavesoar.com
http://www.fiberexpo.com
http://www.fiberexpo.com
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SMALL BATCH FIBER PROCESSING
Rag Works Fiber Processing in Wellington will 

prep, wash and prepare your fiber as batts, roving 
or clouds. Dyeing and blending service is 
available. They will also do any part of  the process  
and leaving the rest to you.

Contact Vickie Hauff  440-653-1377 or 
ragworks@newcom.com

FIBER CAFE
 Activities at the Peninsula Art Academy

The Ninth Annual Fiber Show at the 
Peninsula Library will take place from July 28th 
through August 24th. All are welcome to join us. 
Many guild members exhibit their pieces in this 
show, so try to stop in to see many wonderful 
pieces of  fiber art, both functional and non-
functional.

"Horsting around with Felt" - We will be 
hosting three felting workshops (purse, vest and 
coat) conducted by innovative felting artist Horst, 
August 13th - 17th. Details and the registration 
form are available at www.fibercafe.org. Class size 
is limited, so sign up soon!

LOOM FOR SALE
A cherry 40" Norwood Loom with a 12 epi 

reed built in Baldwin, Michigan by Wally McGarr 
and is in excellent condition. It is a sectional warp 
beam and comes with a solid wood storage bench,  
spool rack ( which holds 120 spools), beautiful 
wood shuttles (one large 6" and two 4"), a 
tensioner for winding the warp on with counter 
(this has four different reeds for winding on 
different sizes of  warp), and many cones of  
weaving yarns mostly 10/2. Asking price... 
$1,900. Located in Toledo, Ohio.

Call Pat at 419-292-0425

ALPACA FLEECE
Buyers wanted for raw suri alpaca fleece. 

$1.00 per pound Colors range from white to light 
beige, fawn, and dark brown For farm information 
please see www.hiddenmeadowfarm.com Bill and 
Barb Moats Akron, Ohio bjmoats@hotmail.com

STASH BUSTER SWAP
StashBuster Swap Meet and Fiber Show, 

Saturday October 20, 2012. Free Admission! Also 
Vendor and Individual spaces available. Ashland 
County Fairgrounds, Mozelle Hall, 2042 
Claremont Ave., Ashland, OH 44805. 

www.StashBusterSwap.com

365 KNITTING CLOCK
'365' is a knitting clock created by German 
designer Siren Elise Wilhelmsen. '365' seeks to 
give a physical manifestation to the change of  
time. drawing from the change that is witnessed 
through the growth of  human bodies and hair, 
the same concept is found in '365' which 
translates time through the growth of  knitted 
material. the clock houses a circular knitting 
machine with 48 needles, a thread spool, a 
thread holder and roll of  yarn. moving in 
clockwise direction, one day leads to a complete 
round, while a year gives users 2 meters of  a 
complete scarf.

From designboom.com

mailto:ragworks@newcom.com
mailto:ragworks@newcom.com
http://www.fibercafe.org/
http://www.fibercafe.org/
http://www.hiddenmeadowfarm.com
http://www.hiddenmeadowfarm.com
mailto:bjmoats@hotmail.com
mailto:bjmoats@hotmail.com
http://www.StashBusterSwap.com
http://www.StashBusterSwap.com
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WHY I KNIT
There is a famous essay by George Orwell 

titled “Why I Write. ” I’m no Orwell, but I’ve 
always wanted to write one called “Why I Knit. ”

Indeed, knitting has parallels with writing. 
Both crafts involve conjuring something out of  
virtually nothing — the blank page, a ball of  yarn. 
Both processes are mined with frustration: the 
column that simply wasn’t working; the dropped 
stitch that required tearing out a heartbreaking 
number of  rows.

Yet where Orwell wrote primarily for a 
“political purpose, ” for me knitting is purely 
personal. Dropped stitches notwithstanding, 
knitting is relaxing, needles moving rhythmically 
as the yarn weaves through your fingers. In an 
increasingly cyber-world, knitting is satisfyingly 
tactile; as with those of  us who cling to the quaint 
notion of  a print newspaper, your knitting is 
something that you feel and hold.

Knitting is communal. When you knit in 
public, people — other knitters anyway — stop to 
talk. My friend Ricki and I knit some Saturday 
mornings. Our companionable chatting feels more 

Jane Austen than Mark Zuckerberg, no terse texts 
or status updates.

Knitting is an expression of  love; to knit is to 
give your time. I knit baby hats, in berry shades 
with jaunty leaves and a stem at the crown, for 
friends’ kids, and, increasingly, for grandkids. I knit 
cabled scarves for my daughter’s friends.

Yet knitting carries with it a faint whiff  of  the 
grandmother; it is a girl thing, and an old-
fashioned one at that. But I recall covering a 
meeting of  the D. C. Bar, 20-plus years ago, at 
which two women sat knitting furiously, modern-
day Mesdames Defarges. They were, it turned out,  
two of  the country’s leading women’s rights 
lawyers, Judith Lichtman and Marcia 
Greenberger.

Real feminists do knit. They had enough self-
confidence to tend to their knitting — and enough 
sense to know that they could accomplish 
something while the men sat there, unproductive.

Rest of  article from the Washington Post at 
goo.gl/LKp6e

Marcus Ruth

MEDINA SPINNING & WEAVING GUILD MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2012/2013
 Dues are $20.00 per individual or $25.00 per household. 

NAME____________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________

CITY___________________________________________________STATE__________ZIP________________

TEL____________________________________BIRTHDATE_________________________________________

EMAIL_____________________________________________________________________________________

CHECK#____________________________________________$______________________________________

Make all checks payable to Medina Spinning and Weaving Guild and mail to:
Jan Pesek
3685 Seven Oaks Trail 
Richfield OH 44286

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/ruth-marcus-olympic-knitting/2012/07/05/gJQAAVKUPW_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/ruth-marcus-olympic-knitting/2012/07/05/gJQAAVKUPW_story.html


Knitting Lace – An Introduction
With Claire Bourguet

Join us Saturday, September 29, 2012 for 
a one-day seminar on “Lace Knitting.” Knit a 
lace sampler using several different lace 
patterns.

•! Learn the basic stitches used for 
knitting lace

•! Become familiar with helpful tools for 
lace knitting

•! Learn to read a lace chart
•! Add a lace border to your work
•! Learn to finish your work

This class is for those who are already 
comfortable with basic knitting skills.  It will not be an introductory knitting class. 

Bring with you the following materials:  Sport or DK weight wool yarn in a solid light color.  
A smooth yarn will work best.  One pair of knitting needles in a size appropriate for your 
yarn.  Stitch markers.  Scissors and other tools you use for knitting.  Pencil and note 
paper.    

The cost is $40.  Also, please bring a non-perishable food item for the church’s food 
pantry.

The seminar will be held at the Medina Presbyterian Church (our regular meeting 
location) from
10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Use the registration form below to sign up for the class. 

If you have any questions, contact Jean Ohlenbusch at kali@nls.net or 216.798.3026.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lace Knitting Workshop

NAME___________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________

CITY_______________________________________STATE__________ZIP__________

TEL____________________________________

EMAIL__________________________________________________________________

Make all checks payable to Medina Spinning and Weaving Guild and mail to:

Jan Pesek
3685 Seven Oaks Trail
Richfield OH 44286-9160



CRIMP AND CREATE 
 

November 10-12, Saturday-Monday 
Veterans Day Weekend 

 
9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

 
Divinity Lutheran Church 

11877 Blossom Ave. 
Parma Hts., Ohio 44130 

 
This is an on-loom workshop taking fiber in a new direction by creating 
“crimp cloth.”  Using a variation of woven shibori for both warp and weft, 
learn to create fabric with permanently crimped designs that hold their 
memory even when washed.  Participants will draft, weave, and crimp 
their samples in class to discover the endless possibilities.  Learn how 
the fabric can be used for entire garments as well as for permanent 
pleating to replace knitted ribbing for a sweater or to add a knit look to 
the collar area of a jacket.  Sewing tips for using this amazing cloth will 
be included.  No dyeing involved.   
 
Skill level: beginner to advanced 
 
Equipment required: 
Loom/student - minimum of 4 shafts necessary – 8 or more shafts is 
even better! 
 
Cost:  $150 members/$170 non-members 
 
 

 



Crimp and Create Workshop Registration 
 
 
 
NAME___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CITY_______________________________________STATE__________ZIP__________ 
 
 
TEL____________________________________ 
 
 
EMAIL__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
*$150 for members, $170 for non-members  
 
Make all checks payable to Medina Spinning and Weaving Guild and mail to: 
 
Jan Pesek 
3685 Seven Oaks Trail 
Richfield, OH 44286 
 
NOTES: 
 
No materials fee. 
 
A list of instructions regarding warping your loom will be provided.  
 
Questions? Email medinaworkshops@gmail.com.  
 

 
 
 


